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Create a Family Disaster Plan 
 
A family disaster plan can help keep your family safe during hurricane 
season.  First, know if you live in an evacuation area.  Next, know your 
home's vulnerability to storm surge, flooding and wind.  
 
Your plan is based on this knowledge.  The following options will help guide 
your decision to stay at home or evacuate.  If you live in a mobile home or 
on a boat, you must always evacuate. 
 
Option A: Stay at home.  If your home can withstand the expected winds, 

and you are away from the coast and not in a flood prone area, 
consider staying home. 

 
Option B: Stay with a relative, friend, or hotel outside the evacuation 

area.  If you plan to do this, make arrangements in advance.  
Consider where you will go if the friend or relative is not home. 

 
Option C: Relocate out of the area.  Local officials will tell you which 

evacuation routes to use.  Plan your route ahead of time, also 
plan alternate routes.  Include maps and directions in your 
hurricane kit.  Leave early to avoid high wind and flooding. 

 
Option D: Go to a public shelter if you have no safe place to go.  Local 

media will announce which shelters are open.  Do not wait until 
the last minute to learn the route to the shelter. 

 
IMPORTANT  
 

• Evacuate if ordered.   
• Move quickly but without panic.   
• Execute your family plan.  

 
Gather and record important information on the following pages.  This 
information is your personalized Family Hurricane Plan.  This plan will 
help you and your family prepare for Hurricane Season.  After your 
plan is completed, keep it in your Hurricane Kit. 
Should you evacuate? 
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Evaluate Your Risk 
 
My Storm Surge Zone category is __________  Look for storm surge 
category on the map in the All Hazards Guide 

If you live in a Tropical Storm or Category 1 Storm Surge Zone, plan to 
evacuate. 

Yes � � No My home is a manufactured, mobile home, RV or boat.  

Yes � � No  I live on an island. 

If you answer yes to either of these questions, plan to evacuate. 

Yes � � No  My home does not have a hurricane rated garage door. 

Yes � � No  My home does not have storm shutters or other Florida 
Building Code or Dade County approved window 
protection. 

If you answer yes to either of these questions, you should seriously consider 
evacuation. 

Yes � � No  I am required to own flood insurance? 

Yes � � No  My home was built before 2003.  

Yes � � No  My home has a gabled roof  

Yes � � No  If any large trees blew over, would they hit my home?  

Yes � � No  My home has two or more stories constructed of different 
materials (i.e. CBS lower and wood framed upper)?  

If your surge zone is a 3 or higher and your garage door and windows are 
protected and you answered NO to most of these questions, you can consider 
sheltering in place for up to a category 3 storm. 
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3-6 Months before Hurricane Season 
(January – March)  

 
 

Inspect Your Home: 
Done To Do NA  
�  � �  Inspect roof and check roof anchors  
� � � Check storm shutters  
�  � � Check brace on garage door 
�  � � Consider creating a safe room (choose inner most 

room with no windows or outside walls) 
� � � Make sure your house number can be easily read 

from the road 
 

Create a Hurricane Plan & a Hurricane Kit: 
Done To Do NA  
� � �  Develop and review your family hurricane plan 

before the start of hurricane season 
� � �  Use one or more waterproof containers or for 

documents and supplies—Plastic storage 
containers work well.  You must be able to carry or 
roll them. 

 
Inventory Household Contents and Review Insurance: 
Done To Do NA  
� � �  Make an itemized inventory of your belongings 

including purchase date & price with receipts, if 
available, worksheets included 

�  � � Photograph or video tape your possessions  
� � � Check your insurance policies for proper coverage 

and update if needed 
�  � � Keep your insurance policy numbers and telephone 

numbers to report claims in your Hurricane Kit 
 

Other Special Considerations: 
Done To Do NA  
� � �  Update pet/service animal vaccinations and keep 

certificates in your Hurricane Kit 
�  � � Plan for any special medical needs you may have 
�  � � Make plans for boats and/or RVs 
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June 1st or Just Before the Start of Hurricane Season 

 
Done To Do NA  
 
� � �  Review your plan before the start of hurricane 

season 
� � �  Get familiar with evacuation route and plan where 

you will go and stay—practice evacuating 
�  � �  Keep your prescriptions full and up-to-date 
� � �  Pack a First Aid Kit, include sunscreen, insect 

repellant, and lip balm 
�  � �  Purchase a landline phone if you don’t have one 
�  � �  Get a car charger for your cell phone 
� � � Post Emergency numbers by every phone and in 

your hurricane kit  
� � �  Label utility shut offs and show family members 

how to turn them off. Are special tools needed? 
Where are they kept? 

 
72 Hours before the Storm 

 
Done To Do NA  
� � �  Hold a family meeting to discuss your plans and 

options  
� � �  Monitor weather TV/radio, listen for evacuation 

orders 
� � �  Check food and other supplies 
�  �  � Withdraw cash from bank 
�  �  � Pay bills that are due soon 
� � �  Keep your car’s tank full of gas, check tire 

pressure, and other fluid levels 
� �  � Write down phone numbers of family/friends 
� � � Gather valuables to take with you if you evacuate 

or put them in a safe place 
� � �  Continue monitoring TV/radio weather channels 
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48 Hours before the Storm 
 

Done To Do NA  
� � � Turn your refrigerator and freezer to the coldest 

setting.  Start freezing water in containers or zip 
lock bags, fill freezer  

� � � Pack clothes—including those for hot and cool 
weather and rain gear 

� � � Move patio furniture and other loose items indoors 
� � � Monitor TV/radio weather information 
� � � Install window shutters 
� � � If you plan to go to a hotel, make your reservations  

 
24-36 Hour Watch/Warning 
 

Done To Do NA  
� � � If you are staying in your home, put supplies in the 

safe room 
� � � Fill bath tub with water 
� � � Super chlorinate your swimming pool 
� � � If evacuating, pack car 
� � � If evacuating, turn off water/electricity before 

leaving 
 

List 2 places to meet if you can’t get back home 
  1. 

2. 
 

Choose an out-of-state contact for everyone to call and “check-in” 
  Name 

Phone number 
 

Choose an evacuation destination—hotel or friend or relative’s home 
  Name 

Phone number 
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Plan 2 evacuation routes 
  1. 

2.   
 
Plan how to take care of your pets (not allowed in most shelters)  
 

   
 

Make plans for child care in case parents are out and can’t get home 
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Hurricane Kit Checklist 

 
 

Have Need NA  
� � � NOAA Weather radio 
� � � First Aid Kit and book 
� � � Landline phone 
� � � Battery powered radio, clock, TV and flashlights 

with extra batteries 
� � � Light sticks (to replace candles) 
� � � Whistle (to signal for help if needed) 

 
Have Need NA  
� � � Basic tool kit: include hammer, wrenches, 

screwdrivers, pliers, etc. 
� � � Tarps (with grommets) or roll of plastic sheeting 
� � � Duct tape 
� � � Work gloves & rubber gloves 
� � � Unscented bleach for clean-up and to disinfect 

water 
� � � Cleaners, disinfectants, brushes, towels, and mops 
� � � Plastic garbage bags 
� � � Garbage can or bucket with tight fitting lid for 

emergency toilet 
 
Have Need NA  
� � � Blankets or sleeping bags and pillows 
� � � Lawn chairs/folding chairs 
� � � Hot and cold weather clothing  
� � � Closed-toe (not sandals or flip-flops) shoes and 

raingear 
 

Have Need NA  
� � � Personal hygiene items, toothbrush, toothpaste, 

soap, deodorant, etc. 
� � � Medications, hearing aid batteries, contact 

cleaners, extra eyeglasses 
� � � Sanitary supplies/toilet paper, paper towels 
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Have Need NA  
� � � Keys—an extra set for home and vehicles 
� � � Important papers and keepsakes/photos 
� � � Paper and pens/pencils 
� � � Cards, books, small games, toys 
 

Have Need NA  
� � � Baby/infant needs such as diapers, formula, etc. 
� � � Pet/Service Animal food, water, clean-up supplies, 

and immunization records 
� � � Lighter/waterproof matches 
 
 

Food, water, and food prep supplies for 3-7 Days 
 
 
Have Need NA  
�  � � Water: at least one gallon per day per person.   

Multiply the # people ___ X 7 days= ____ gallons.  
Don’t forget extra water for pets. 

�  � � Juice or other soft drinks, instant coffee or tea 
�  � � Canned or other non-perishable food 
� � � 2 Coolers—one for food storage & one to go get 

ice.  (Wheels make moving full cooler easier.) 
� � � Freeze water in jugs or zip lock bags to keep food 

cool 
�  � � Paper plates, cups, and cutlery 
�  � � Aluminum foil & zip lock bags 
�  � � Wet wipes & hand sanitizer 
�  � � Manual can opener 
� � � Sterno or small gas stove or charcoal grill along 

with pans and fuel—not for indoor use 
� � � Pots, pans, and cooking utensils 
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Menu Planner 
Plan a 7 day menu for your family.  Create a list of supplies that you need, go shopping, and pack in your hurricane kit 
 
 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 
 
 
Breakfast 
 
 

       

 
 
Lunch 
 
 
 

       

 
 
Dinner 
 
 
 

       

 
 
Snacks 
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Insurance Coverage Checklist 
 
 
Have Need  NA 

Do you have Flood Insurance on the Structure amount (house)?  
Amount______________  Deductible Amount:______________ 
 
Do you have Flood Insurance on Personal Property (contents)?  
Amount______________  Deductible Amount:______________ 
 
Do you have insurance coverage for “Additional Living 
Expenses”? 
 
Does your policy pay “replacement value”? 
 
Does your insurance coverage match the current value of your 
home? 
 
Do you have items that require extra coverage riders such as 
boats, jewelry, antiques, art, etc.? 

 
Put a list of your insurance company (ies), policy number(s), 
and telephone number(s) in your hurricane kit? 

 
Do you have an itemized list of your belongings including: 
receipts, purchase price, serial numbers, and dated photos or 
videos? 

 
__________________ What is your annual deductible amount? 
 
_____________ What is the current value of your home? 

 
_____________ What is the estimated fair market value of your personal items? 
 
(Add wind insurance to this list (Not all HO policies cover in all areas) 
 
 
 
 

�  �  � 
   

   
�  �  � 

   
   
�  �  � 

   
   
�  �  � 

   
�  �  � 
   

�  �  � 

�  �  � 

�  �  � 
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Plan for Special Health Needs: 
 
� Apply/Register/Update with the Special Needs Program if applicable.  Call 

344-5401 for more information 
 
� Have at least a 2 week supply of medications on hand during hurricane 

season.  If your medication requires refrigeration: 
What will you use to keep it cold? Ice, dry ice, 12-volt portable fridge 
________________________________________________________ 
Where will you get it? ______________________________________ 

 How long will it last? ______________________________________ 
 
� If you are eligible, pre-register with a special needs center.  Special needs 

shelters do not provide hands-on medical care, only medical monitoring.  
Bring your caregiver with you. 

 
� If you require hospitalization during a hurricane event, make prior 

arrangements through your physician. 
 
� Plan for your durable medical equipment & adaptive aid needs. 
 
� Medical support equipment (wheelchairs, dressings, feeding equipment, etc.)  

 
� Purchase extra batteries for your electric wheelchair, hearing aid, etc. What 

will happen if they aren’t working? 
________________________________________________________ 

 
� Food for special dietary needs 
 
� If you are oxygen dependent, get a portable unit and an extra supply.  How 

long does a cylinder last? _______________________________  
 What size cylinder do you use? _______________________________ 
 If you get a different size, do you have an adaptor? _______________ 
 
� Coordinate with support agencies, as appropriate.  Tell your health agency 

where you will be and how to contact you.  Ask them about their plans to 
continue your care. 

 
� Food, water, & clean-up supplies for service animals. 
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Plan for Pets and Service Animals: 

 
� ID collar with up-to-date rabies tag and license 

 
� Identify shelter or hotel/motel that allows pets—know that only service 

animals are allowed in most shelters 
 
� Veterinarian name and contact number_________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 
� Gather pet supplies 
 
� Each pet should have an identification tag or a RFID microchip 
 
� Ample supply of water and pet food and manual can opener 

 
� Water and food bowls 
 
� Leashes  
 
� Crate or carrier big enough for the animal to move around in 
 
� Muzzle, if needed  
 
� Newspapers, cat litter, scoop, plastic trash bags for handling waste 
 
� Clean-up supplies 

 
� Comfort item such as a favorite toy or blanket 
 
� Keep recent pictures of your pets in your hurricane kit for identification if 

your pet becomes lost 
 
� List tag number for each pet 

_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

� Find out which hotels and motels allow pets and where boarding facilities 
are located.  www.pets-allowed-hotels.com and www.petswelcome.com 
have listing for pet friendly accommodations.  Research some areas outside 
your area in case local facilities close. 
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Plan for Babies: 
 
� Ready formula:  How much is needed each day ______ multiply by 7 days 

=_____  
 
� Bottles:  Number of bottles needed each day______ multiply by 7 days 

=______ You may not be able to sterilize bottles. 
 
� Food: Number of jars/quantity needed each day______ multiply by 7 days 

=_______ 
 
� Wet wipes 
 
� Disposable diapers: Number needed each day_____ multiply by 7 days 

=________ 
 
� Pacifiers  
 
� Blankets 
 
� Toys  
 
� Medications:  Prescription numbers____________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
Pediatrician name and number________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
Pharmacy name and number_________________________________ 
________________________________________________________ 
 

� Sterile water 
 
� Clothing 

 
� Bedding 
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Plan for Boats: 

 
Do not weather the storm in your boat, RV, or mobile home.  Develop a detailed 
plan to secure your vessel in the marina well before hurricane season.  If 
permitted move your boat from the threatened area, or take your boat to a 
previously identified hurricane refuge. Practice your plan to see if it works. 
 
� Consolidate all records including a recent photo, registration, insurance 

policies, equipment inventory, marina or storage agreement, and telephone 
numbers such as harbor master, Coast Guard, insurance agent, National 
Weather Service, etc. 

� Check your lease or storage rental agreement. Know your responsibilities 
and liabilities as well as those of the marina 

� Take action early.  The storm’s fringe activity will make preparations more 
difficult. 

� Never leave boats on davits or on a hydro lift. 
� Move small boats to safe shelter. 
� If your boat remains in berth, check strength of primary cleats, winches, and 

chocks.  They should have substantial back plates and adequate stainless 
steel bolts. 

� Double all lines with rig crossing spring lines fore and aft.  Attach lines high 
on piling to allow for tidal fall and rise of surge.  Protect lines from chafing 
by covering rub spots with leather or old garden hose. 

� Charge batteries for automatic bilge pumps. 
� Seal all opening with duct tape to make boat as water tight as possible. 
� Reduce dock or piling crash damage by securing old tires along the sides of 

the boat. 
� Remove loose gear from the deck.  Store it securely inside or at home. 
� For a boat stored on a trailer, lash the boat and trailer down in a protected 

area.  Let the air out of the tires before tying the trailer down.  Place blocks 
between the frame and axle, inside each wheel.  Secure with heavy lines to 
fixed objects in all 4 directions.  Or, you may remove the boat from the 
trailer and lash down each separately. 

� Remove the outboard motor, battery, electronics, and store them. 
� Small boats can be filled with water for added weight after lashing down. 
� Put your boat in the garage, if you have room. 
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Plan for Mobile Homes, Travel Trailers and Recreational 
Vehicles: 
 
 
� Do not weather the storm in your mobile home, travel trailer or recreational 

vehicle. 
 
� Check tie downs. 
 
� Put up storm shutters. 
 
� Secure all loose articles in yards and around the trailer. 
 
� Leave early when evacuating with your travel trailer or RV. 
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Hurricane Plan  

Fill in the following information and keep it in your hurricane kit  

Important Numbers 
Police non-emergency  
Fire non-emergency  
Lee County Emergency Management 239-477-3600 
Storm Information Hotline 211 or 433-3900 
Power company-Account number  
 Service outage number  

Water company-Account number  
Service outage number  
Medical Insurance –name 
  Telephone Number 
  Policy Number 

 

Doctor-phone number  
Doctor-phone number  
Pharmacy name   

Pharmacy phone number  
 Prescription names/numbers 
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Hurricane Plan  

Gather items/information to bring with you if you evacuate  
Home Owners Insurance  

Building Contents  
Policy Number  
Phone Number for claims  
Flood Insurance-Structure  
Policy Number  
Phone Number for claims  
Flood Insurance-Contents  
Policy Number  
Phone Number for claims  
Wind Insurance  
Policy Number  
Phone Number for claims  
  
Veterinarian/Kennel (for pets)  
Emergency contact numbers  
Out of area contact number  
  
Out of state contact   
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Hurricane Plan  
Gather items/information to bring with you if you evacuate  

Keep in a waterproof container  
Personal identification/drivers license   
Vehicle registrations and titles  
Coins, cash and/or travelers checks  
Credit cards  
Map of the area and places you could go if you evacuate  
Social Security Cards  
Make copies for your hurricane kit, keep originals in safety deposit 
box 

 

Birth/Marriage certificates  
Immunization records  
Will and Power of Attorney  
Deed or lease (for proof of residence)  
Passports/green card/naturalization documents  
Military ID/DD214  
  
Inventory of household items  
Bank account number-checking 
 
Savings account number 
 

 

Include a back up disk of financial records you 
keep on your computer. 

 

Credit card name 
 
 
 
 

Account/phone numbers 
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Hurricane Plan  
Gather items/information to bring with you if you evacuate 

NOTES AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
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Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Living Room  
Furniture    
Sofa/Chairs    
Mirrors    
Lamps    
Rugs/Carpet    
Tables    
Curtains/Draperies    
Entertainment Center    
Bookcases/Books    
Other    
Arts & Crafts    
Pictures/Paintings    
Statues/Pottery    
Other    
Electronics    
Television    
Stereo    
VCR/DVD    
CDs    
Telephones    
Computer    
Clocks    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
Air conditioner    
Cabinets    
Blinds    
Other    
    
    
    

 
Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Dining Room  
Furniture    
Tables    
Chairs    
Cabinets    
Curtains/Draperies    
Lamps/Lights    
Mirrors    
Rugs/Carpet    
Other    
Electronics    
Telephones    
Clocks    
Other    
Arts & Crafts    
Pictures/Paintings    
Statues/Pottery    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
China/Crystal    
Glassware    
Table linens    
Blinds    
Other    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Household Inventory—Complete and put in your Hurricane Kit 
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Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Family Room  
Furniture    
Tables    
Sofas/Chairs    
Rugs/Carpet    
Entertainment Center    
Bookcases/Books    
Desks    
Mirrors    
Other    
Electronics    
Television    
VCR/DVD    
Stereo    
CDs    
Computer    
Clocks    
Game System    
Clocks    
Blinds/Draperies    
Other    
Arts & Crafts    
Pictures/Paintings    
Statues/Pottery    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
Air conditioner    
Fireplace fixtures    
Blinds    
Other    
    
    
    

 
Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Kitchen   
Furniture    
Floor mats    
Cabinets    
Curtains/Draperies    
Tables    
Chairs    
Other    
Appliances    
Freezer    
Refrigerator    
Microwave    
Other    
Utensils    
Pots/Pans    
Silverware    
Glasses    
Plates (dishes)    
Cooking utensils    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
Blender    
Toaster    
Can opener    
Coffee maker    
Television    
Pictures/Paintings    
Blinds    
Cabinets    
Air conditioner    
Table linens    
Other    
    

Household Inventory—Complete and put in your Hurricane Kit 
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Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Bedrooms   
Furniture    
Beds    
Nightstand    
Lamps    
Desks    
Rugs/Carpet    
Bed Linens    
Curtains/Draperies    
Dressers    
Chests    
Bookcases/Books    
Mirrors    
Chairs    
Other    
Arts & Crafts    
Pictures/Paintings    
Statues/Pottery    
Other    
Electronics    
Computer    
Clocks    
Television    
VCR/DVD    
Stereo    
CDs    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
Blinds    
Air conditioner    
Other    
Clothing    
    

 
Item 

 
Price 

 
Date 

 
Serial Number 

 Bathrooms   
Furniture    
Hamper    
Floor mats    
Mirrors    
Bath mats    
Bathtub    
Curtains/Draperies    
Cabinets    
Bookcases/Books    
Other    
Electronics    
Electric toothbrush    
Hair dryer    
Shaver    
Curlers    
Other    
Arts & Crafts    
Pictures/Paintings    
Statues/Pottery    
Other    
Miscellaneous    
Towels/Linens    
Toiletries    
Scale    
Other    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Household Inventory—Complete and put in your Hurricane Kit 
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Item Price Date Serial Number 

 Miscellaneous   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Item Price Date Serial Number 

 Miscellaneous   
Cameras    
Furs    
Jewelry    
Antiques    
Tools    
Firearms    
Plants    
Toys/dolls    
Telescope    
Fish/Fish tanks    
Other    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Household Inventory—Complete and put in your Hurricane Kit 
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